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Information Plan
Signage and graphic types

igns and graphics should work together as a coordinated

system to create an identity for the Lewis and Clark Multi-

Use Trail, attract interest from the traveling public who
are not familiar with the trail, and guide and inform people who
intend to use and enjoy the facility and the varied experiences it
provides. Signing and graphics for the Lewis and Clark Multi-Use
Trail should convey information related to requlations and safety,
wayfinding, and interpretation.

Regulatory and Safety Signing, Signals and
Striping

Standardized designs and placement quidelines for signs, signals,
pavement markings are provided in national and state guidelines
adopted by the lowa Department of Transportation and used by
local agencies across the state. For instance, signs such as stop,
speed, curve ahead and narrow roadway signs are nationally rec-
ognized messages conveying clear direction to all roadway users.
Regulatory and warning signs, signals and striping related directly
to bicycling and pedestrians include: share the road, bicycles in
roadway, crosswalk ahead and other messages cautioning non-
motorized roadway users, warning motorists they should to expect
to encounter vulnerable roadway users (Figure 1), and advising
proper lane usage (Figure 2).

Placement

Guidelines for usage and placement of the standard warning and
requlatory signing can be found in the Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) and are not repeated here.

Wayfinding

Wayfinding aids such as destination signs, route markers and maps
assist users in navigating a route, finding interesting features

and arriving at their destinations. In contrast to a simple linear
roadway connecting one place to another, the proposed Lewis and
(lark Multi-Use Trail is a complex network of roadways, loops and
off-road trails exploring a wide corridor over 150 miles long.

Many LCT users will use it in segments and smaller loops rather
than traveling the whole length of the system at one time. Users
of the trail need information on accessing distance as well as near-
by destinations, details on how to get from one place to another
and to find points of interest along the route. The 2009 MUTCD
(mentioned above) provides useful but limited guidance on basic
wayfinding, including standards for route markers (Figures 3) and
destination signs (Figure 4) to direct users from place to place.

Trail and scenic byway proponents often choose to develop cus-
tomized route markers and wayfinding signs to create a distinctive
identity for the route and associated improvements. The Loess Hills
National Scenic Byway for instance, which overlaps much of the
Lewis and Clark Multi-Use Trail alignment, uses a simple picto-
graph (figure 5) as a recognizable logo and sign for identifying the
route and designated side trips and loops.
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Figure 1a-e: Some of the bicycle related signs included in the 2009 Manual of Uniform T RA F FI C

cember 2009, for guidance related specifically to bicycles and pedestrians at:

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov.

Figure 2: Pavement striping
and stenciling of bicycle lanes
(top) and Shared Lane Mark-
ings (bottom) as found in

the latest 2009 MUTCD helps
define space on the roadway
and correct lane positioning
for cyclist.




\ A distinctive Lewis and Clark Trail identifying sign should also
evoke the landscape and essence of the study area. Figure 6 illus-
trates a concept for such a sign.

Unique
pictograph
and/or words

Mg Placement and layout. Placement and layout of wayfinding sig-

nage is an more intuitive skill related to four goals: interception,
redirection, reassurance, and welcoming travelers to a destination.
Most wayfinding systems achieve these goals by carefully placing
signs combined with directional arrows and mileage markings.

Interception Goal. To inform travelers of the presence of the
Lewis and Clark Multi-Use Trail. Motorists and cyclists crossing the
Lewis and Clark Multi-Use Trail may see the route and wayfinding
signs and think to return to enjoy the route on a future trip. Junc-
tion signs (Figure 7) are used to intercept travelers crossing the
route on state highways and major county roads and should be
J placed with street name signs or on posts preceding the intersec-
tion.

A

Figure 3

Redirection Goal. To inform travelers of a route decision, such as
a turn at an intersection, or a choice between alternative routes.

] The Lewis and Clark Multi-Use Trail is a braided route that includes
B ro W n S I_a ke St P k several loops and alternative connections. Redirection is used to
help travelers stay on the route through intersections and forks in
1 2 m | 1 0 8 m | n th’e road, and to decide bgtweep alternativgs. Redirection signing
will help route users decide which alternative to follow based on

distances, destinations and features along the way. The wayfinding
signs in combination with route markers should be placed in advance

Le W i S & C l a r k St P k gf;i:;s;oerlst[:z:llt;:snd should include distances to intermediate and

35 min Reassurance Goal. To inform route users that they are on the

‘ correct road or trail. Soon after intersections and on long stretches
between signs, travelers need reassurance that they are on the right
road, and on their way to the correct destination. Route signs (Figure
6), or route signs with wayfinding distance signs can fulfill this basic
need.

Welcoming Goal. To inform the traveler of arrival at a destination
or to explore nearby sub-destinations. These symbols, and dozens of
other pictogram, are standard graphics proposed by the Bureau of
Land Management as a coordinated approach to identifying outdoor
recreation sites and points of interest.

HARRISON

COUNTY

LOESS HILLS
SCENIC<BYWAY

Figure 5
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Figure 6: Proposed sign for the
Lewis & Clark Trail.
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Figure 7: Route junction signs inter-
cept travelers and inform them that
they are intersecting the LCT.
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Figure 8: Route turn signs inform
travelers on the LCT how to stay on
the route through intersections.

Lewis &
Clark Trail

Figure 9: In combination with way-
finding signs, this configuration helps
travelers decide between alternative
choices.
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Figure 10: Welcome signs identify points of interest and other interim destinations: Information, Point of Interest, Interpretive Wayside, Viewpoint, Archeology Site
(based on the International Symbol standard adopted by the Bureau of Land Management. www.blm.gov/nstc/mapstandards/intlsym.html)
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INTERPRETATION
Interpretation is the art of making evident
things that are not obvious. It is storytell-
ing that can simply inform a visitor, educate

them, or inspire them to become deeply en-
gaged.

The territory of the Lewis and Clark Multi-
Use Trail includes remarkably diverse inter-
pretive opportunities, including local, state
and nationally significant natural and cul-
tural resource stories. Many are well known,
drawing interest from international travel-
ers, such as the Lewis and Clark Voyage of
Discovery from St Louis to the Pacific and
back. Others are more subtle such as the
Loess Hills or the artificial channelization of
the Missouri River that obscures the once
wandering natural course of the channel.
Still others are yet to be fully understood
such as the earth dwellings of ancient Na-
tive American societies found near Glen-
wood.

An existing collection of independent ef-
forts by federal, state and local agencies
augmented by local enthusiasts and boost-
ers provide a wide variety of interpretive
markers, maps, signs, displays, museums
and information centers across the study
area, other opportunities await develop-
ment or are known only to experts and
through local knowledge.

The accompanying maps (Maps 1 through
6) identify some of the stories and locations
that helped guide the selection of the Lewis
and Clark Multi-Use Trail route. The stories
are grouped into four broad categories:
Lewis & Clark, Native American, Historic
Resources and Natural Resources. The brief

|

formation Plan Maps

interpretive story line descriptions on the
maps are color coded to help readers iden-
tify the categories that interest them.

Interpretation and Wayfinding

The Lewis and Clark Multi-Use Trail can
enrich the experience of the study area
through a wayfinding and information ef-
fort that complements existing interpre-
tive facilities and staff without duplicating
effort. As a transportation corridor, the LCT
can help tell the geographic stories, and
link widely spaced sites and elements into
a coordinated tale of how the landform and
cultures interacted over time.

With so many existing interpretive sites, de-
veloped and operated by a variety of agen-
cies and organizations, the role of the LCT
should be one of connection and wayfind-
ing rather than development and delivery
of information, functions already provided
by others. The welcome signs above (Figure
10) suggest a system of wayfinding graph-
ics that inform Lewis and Clark Multi-Use
Trail users of the location and character of
interpretive sites and points of interest.

In conjunction with maps or brochures,
these signs and the information found at
the sites can form a theme-based interpre-
tive network that attracts, informs and en-
gages communities, agencies and residents
throughout the area while providing an
attractive and educational experience for
users and neighbors of the Lewis and Clark
Multi-Use Trail.
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